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Expanding oral parity protections to privately-insured patients whose health care is regulated at the federal level. 
Preventing insurers from covering oral and self-administered medicines at different cost-sharing rates than IV
chemotherapy. 
Implementing these requirements for health plans that already cover both oral and IV chemotherapy treatments. 

Nearly 40 percent of Americans will be diagnosed with cancer during their lifetimes [1]. According to the American
Cancer Society, an estimated 2 million Americans will receive a cancer diagnosis in 2023 [2]. No one should have to
suffer from such a terrible disease, but for many patients, improvements in oral cancer medications have made a real
difference. Oral cancer treatments are less intrusive than traditional intravenous (IV) treatments, allow patients to
receive treatment in their homes, and have turned cancer into a manageable chronic disease for some patients.

Unfortunately, copays for oral cancer medications are unaffordable for many patients. While IV treatments are
covered under a health plan’s medical benefits—meaning moderate to minimal copays—oral medications are self-
administered and covered under pharmacy benefits. Consequently, patients are required to pay a percentage of the
medication's overall cost, leaving patients responsible for paying high and often unaffordable copays. A study on
cancer patients who were prescribed oral cancer drugs between 2014 and 2015 found that one in eight patients faced
out-of-pocket costs of more than $2,000 for their first prescription, and nearly half of these patients did not pick up
their medication, foregoing necessary care [3].
 
States have already started taking action to assist cancer patients, with over 40 states and the District of Columbia
enacting "oral parity" laws. These laws prevent health plans from creating separate cost-sharing requirements for oral
versus IV cancer medicines. Oral parity laws have made a significant difference for those suffering from cancer.  For
example, an analysis of health plan claims from 2008 to 2017 found that the proportion of multiple myeloma patients
initially charged $0 for oral medications nearly quintupled, rising from 11% to 49%, with the enactment of oral parity
laws [4].

Senators Smith and Moran’s bipartisan Cancer Drug Parity Act would build on this state-level success by:

This bill is supported by Accessia Health, AIM at Melanoma, American Cancer Society Cancer Action Network,
American Society of Clinical Oncology, American Society of Hematology, American Urological Association, Aplastic
Anemia and MDS International Foundation, Association of American Cancer Institutes, Association of Community
Cancer Centers, Association of Pediatric Hematology/Oncology Nurses, CancerCare, Cancer and Careers, Cancer
Support Community, Colorectal Cancer Alliance, Community Oncology Alliance, Facing Our Risk of Cancer Empowered
(FORCE), Fight Colorectal Cancer, GO  for Lung Cancer, Hematology/Oncology Pharmacy Association, International
Myeloma Foundation, Leukemia & Lymphoma Society, LUNGevity, Lymphoma Research Foundation, Medical College
of Wisconsin, METAvivor, National Brain Tumor Society, National Comprehensive Cancer Network, National Patient
Advocate Foundation, Oncology Nursing Society, Ovarian Cancer Research Alliance, PAN Foundation, Roswell Park
Comprehensive Cancer Center, Susan G. Komen, The Ohio State University Comprehensive Cancer Center – James
Cancer Hospital and Richard J. Solove Institute, WVU Medicine, and ZERO Prostate Cancer.
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